
STATE FAIR COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN  

ANNEX A, SECTION 3 

D. PROTEST POLICY AND PLAN 

I. Policy 
 

The New York State Fair (the “Fair”), a division of the New York State Department of Agriculture 
and Markets, aims to provide New Yorkers with the greatest opportunity to enjoy the Fair.  Due 
to the large volume of Fairgoers and the limited space on the New York State Fairgrounds and in 
the exhibition areas, the Fair has a strong interest in: (1) insuring the orderly movement of 
Fairgoers; (2) access of its visitors to the Fair’s events, programs, exhibits and attractions; and 
(3) providing a safe and secure venue. 
 
Accordingly, it is the policy of the Fair to ensure that visitors to the Fair abide by the Rules of 
Conduct set forth in the NYS Fair Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan.  This policy and 
its various provisions shall be in full force and effect beginning August 16, 2013.  

 
II. Rules of Conduct of Fairgoers 

 
A. General Rules 

 
1. Firearms and/or weapons of any kind are prohibited from the Fairgrounds, except 

for those carried by authorized law enforcement personnel and Peace Officers. 
 

2. No Fairgoer shall engage in conduct that impedes or obstructs the free flow and 
movement of other Fairgoers. 

 
3. No Fairgoer shall engage in conduct that obstructs, interrupts or otherwise 

interferes with the events, programs, exhibits and attractions of the Fair. 
 

4. Upon the direction of any Fair employee or Peace Officer, a Fairgoer shall 
immediately cease and desist from engaging in any conduct: (i) that impedes the 
free flow and movement of other Fairgoers; and/or (ii) that obstructs, interrupts, 
obscures or otherwise interferes with the events, programs, exhibits and attractions 
of the Fair. 
 

5. Should a Fairgoer fail to cease and desist from engaging in any conduct proscribed in 
this section, that Fairgoer’s ticket of admission shall be subject to cancellation and 
revocation, and the Fairgoer will be subject to removal from the Fairgrounds.   

 
6. Fairgoers engaged in unlawful conduct are subject to removal from the Fairgrounds 

and arrest. 
 

7. Fairgoers without tickets of admission will be subject to removal from the 
Fairgrounds. 

 
 
 



B. Solicitation at the New York State Fair 
 
1. Section 369.1 of the Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York, Chapter 

VII, Section 369.1 bars the: (1) sale or offer for sale of any article or service; (2) 
solicitation of funds; (3) distribution or display of handbills, cards or advertisements 
of any nature; and (4) engagement in any business or commercial activity or any 
nature on or within the Fairgrounds without a license. (Licensing and license 
revocation procedures are set forth in Sections 369.2 and 369.3.) 
 

2. Section 369.4 requires that prior to the issuance of a solicitor’s license, every 
applicant for such a license shall enter into a lease for a designated space on the 
Fairgrounds;  limits the lessee’s license to solicit to that designated space; and sets 
forth the standards for operation within that space. 
 

3. Other than the solicitation permitted under Section 369, there shall be no leafleting 
or distribution of handbills, cards or advertisements of any kind whatsoever on the 
Fairgrounds. 

 
C. Demonstrations, Protests, Proselytizing, Sign Carrying and/or Other Similar Activities  

 
1. No (1) demonstrations; (2) protests; (3) proselytizing; (4) carrying of placards or 

signs; and/or (5) other similar activities, where such activities impede the free flow 
or movement of other Fairgoers and/or obstruct, interrupt, obscure or otherwise 
interfere with Fair events, programs, exhibits and attractions are permitted on the 
Fairgrounds.  Such demonstrations, protests, proselytizing, sign carrying and similar 
activities are permitted only in designated areas near certain entrances of the 
Fairgrounds, as shown on Map 1.   
 

2. To facilitate the Fair’s ability to provide ample space where individuals or groups can 
communicate with Fairgoers, individuals or groups intending to engage in 
demonstrations, protests, proselytizing, sign carrying and/or other similar activities 
must first contact the Fair Administration at 315-487-7711 Ext. 1201, and provide 
the following information: (1) the date of the planned activity; (2) the anticipated 
start and finish time; and (3) the expected number of participants with an estimate 
of the estimated maximum and minimum number of participants.  If the proposed 
activity complies with the Rules of Conduct, a suitable location for the activity at the 
location on Map 1 will be provided. 
 

 



PROTOCOL 

If a State official, staff member, or temporary employee finds any individual within the Fairgrounds 

violating the Rules of Conduct, he or she shall notify the Division of State Fair Security Gate 2 Security 

Office, and provide a description of the individual(s), the activities witnessed, and the location where the 

activity was witnessed.  Violations of criminal law shall be reported to the State Police. 

 

 



MAP 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Red symbol depicted on the map above illustrates the primary 
assembly area made available for individuals requesting a location to 
conduct  activities subject to the provisions of Sections II (C) of the Rules of 
Conduct of Fairgoers. This area is located outside of Gate #1. The Blue 
symbols represent secondary over flow areas made available for 
individuals requesting a location to conduct Regulated activities. These 
areas are located outside of Gates #3 and #4. 


